Erica: Greetings and salutations.

Nolan: Sup bro.

Erica: Welcome everyone to the graduation ceremony for Gold River Secondary School’s class of 2010. This evening we stand before you, honoured that we were chosen to deliver this year’s valedictorian speech.
Nolan: Firstly, we’d like to express our gratitude to those who have been instrumental in our journey to now. Thank you to our parents, teachers, families, friends, classmates and neighbours for your - nurturing, wisdom, patience, companionship and support. Also, thanks to the citizens of Gold River and Tsaxana who continue to encourage us to dream big and reach far. And, special thanks to Ms. Folkins, Mrs. Mann, and Mercedes Vandenberg for assisting the grad class. Your help has been greatly appreciated.

Erica: People from cities travel here to experience the great outdoors and scenery that we have grown to love and cherish. We have so many wilderness opportunities right out our backdoor. The ocean, lakes, rivers, trails, they offer us plenty of outdoor adventures and places to explore.

Nolan: Although Gold River has been a great place to “grow-up” and call home, frankly, it’s time to move on, spread our wings and see what the rest of the world has to offer. There are so many more places to explore and so many more people to meet.

Erica: Some of us started kindergarten together while others have joined us more recently and have been welcomed additions to our class and community. We have grown so much over the past 13 years. Where has the time gone?

Nolan: There are also a few students who are no longer with us. No, no, not that – don’t worry they are alive and well. They just moved to Campbell River to finish their schooling. It is good to have them back in Gold River with us tonight.

Erica: Everyone in this class has left a mark on me, whether it has been indirectly… or extremely indirectly…

Nolan: And, you have all helped shape me into the person I am today.

Erica: I think you would all agree with me when I say that the Class of 2010 is an exceedingly diverse group of individuals. This diversity has caused us a great deal of grief in writing this speech. It has been incredibly hard to come up with events that apply to all of us. So much so, that we utterly failed at the task of sharing hi-lights from our high school years. Oh, don’t get me wrong, there have been special trips, moments and events but not everyone had the opportunity to participate in them.

Nolan: Our most recent notable event: the Grad trip. And you know what they say in that old cliche, “What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.”

Erica: Well, I can tell you a couple of things. There are always lessons learned when new experiences occur, like, climbing 563 steps at once will make you very sore the next day and while on amusement rides, placing valuables in a zippered pocket is probably a good idea.

Nolan: Going back to the diverse group of graduates that we are … this uniqueness has led to a wide selection of career goals from each of us. We have a future pharmacist, dental hygienist, nurse and engineer amongst us. Others plan on entering the public service sectors. Some plan to pursue the trades or to join the work force once this school year is finished. A vet tech and mechanic are also in the making. As well, one brave soul has enlisted in our armed forces, and I personally wish him the best of luck.

Erica: So, THE TIME HAS COME! Congratulations 2010 grads. We did it… probably. Just make it through exams. Since we don’t really have any words of wisdom for you, we thought we would turn to the experts.

Nolan: And by experts we mean Greeting Card companies.

Card Dealio…. read the cards.
Erica: The end of high school is just the beginning of our next great step in life. Today is just the first of many accomplishments we will achieve. We will succeed along with the support of our family members, friends, and teachers … A few years ago, I would sit at home and think, “How much longer until this is done?”

Nolan: A few years ago, I didn’t think.

Erica: Today, we will set out to find new grounds. Today is the day our lives begin. Today, we become citizens of the world. Today, we become accountable to someone other than ourselves and our parents. Accountable for more than our grades.

Nolan: Today, we become accountable to the world. To the future. To all the possibilities that life has to offer. Starting today, our job is to show up willing and ready for anything and everything. 

Erica: Today, my friends, our lives begin. And I, for one, can’t wait. This is the introduction to the real world, and it’s our time to get to business.

Nolan: My friends, it’s business time.

